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foal milk transition pellets

Designed Foal Nutrition

Your goal is growing a foal to it’s full
potential. LAND O LAKES Mares Match® foal
milk transition pellets are part of a complete
feeding program.

Mare’s Match® foal milk transition pel-
lets provide a milk-based supplement, designed
to provide your young foals and weaning horses
with palatable, scientific nutrition.

Used in combination with LAND O
LAKES Mare’s Match® foal milk replacer, foal
transition pellets are part of a successful
nutritional program designed to help your foals
reach their full potential.

When to Feed Mare’s Match® foal milk
transition pellets

e Orphans/Early Weanlings
Mare’s Match foal pellets can be fed free-choice
up to 2 pounds of 4 cups* per day.
e Nursing Foals
Mare’s Match foal pellets can be fed free-choice
up to 1.5 pounds of 3 cups™ per day.
e Weanlings/Yearlings
Feed normal protein roughage/grain ration. If
additional condition is desired, feed 0.5 t0 1.5
pounds (1-3 cups) of Mare’s Match® foal pellets.
« Broodmares

Gestation: Depending on the condition
of the mare, supplement the mare’s ration with
0.5 to 1.5 pounds (1-3 cups) of Mare’s Match
foal pellets daily. Do not allow the mare to be-
come fat.

Lactation: If supplementation is needed,
feed 0.5 to 1.5 pounds (1-3 cups) daily depend-
ing upon the condition of the mare.

e Performance Horses
Supplement the ration with 0.5 to 1.5 pounds (1-
3 cups) daily to maintain condition.

*Cup enclosed in package holds approximately 0.5 pounds
of Mare’s Match® foal milk transition pellets.

Guaranteed Analysis
Crude Protein
Crude Fat, min .
Crude Fiber, max................. 1.5%
Calcium, min.........coevvven.... 2.0%
Calcium, max......ccccevvevenn.. 2.5%

Phosphorus, min.............. 0.90%
Copper, min

Zinc, mi 120 PPM
Selenium, min............. 0.30 PPM

20,000 1.U./Ib
2,000 1.U./Ib

Vitamin A, min
Vitamin Dz, min

Benefits of Feeding Mare’s Match®
Provides nutritional boost for maximizing
foal growth.

Milk based nutrition helps aid in transition
from milk to grain.

Provides highly digestible fat source to
help meet energy requirements.

Has balanced nutrition including calcium,
phosphorus, and trace minerals.

Foals like it! Palatable nutrition to help
provide a healthy, energetic foal.

Foal Management Practices
Reduce exposure to bacteria by providing a
dry, draft-free stall.

Sanitize and disinfect the foaling stall and
bed it with clean straw prior to the foal’s
birth.

The foaling stall should be cleaned regu-
larly after the foal is born to help reduce
bacterial and viral disease and ammonia
levels.

A high level of ammonia is a cause of foal
pneumonia




Foal Management Practices

Foals are born with no disease fighting antibodies in
their system. Dip navel in iodine immediately after
birth to prevent the invasion of bacteria.

Colostrum
Be sure foal eats high quality colostrum within 2
hours of birth. Getting the colostrum into the foals as
soon after birth as possible is crucial for its survival.
A foal is only able to absorb colostrum during the first
24-36 hours after birth.
Be ready with frozen colostrum and a high quality
milk replacer if the mare should fail to give milk.
The better the colostrum quality, the better the
chances for survival. Use a colostrumeter to measure
the colostrum quality.
If a mare dies giving birth, has no milk, or if her co-
lostrum registers low, you can use high quality colos-
trum that has been taken from other mares and frozen.
Frozen colostrum has to be stored in plastic contain-
ers, like freezer bags, and not in glass containers.
That’s because the antibodies stick to the glass. If it’s
frozen in plastic, colostrum can be stored for over a
year and still be effective.
When you thaw colostrum, do it at room temperature;
don’t microwave it or boil it. The colostrum can lose
its value to the foal. Use a colostrumeter to re-check
the reading after it thaws.
If you don’t have any colostrum available or it regis-
ters less than 1.065, colostrum banks are set up in
some states to help you. For more information, con-
tact your local veterinarian at a local university animal
science department.
The foal should be standing up when it drinks colos-
trum, whether from it smother, its nurse mare, or a
plastic bottle.
If the foal can’t suckle, a stomach tube might be
needed. The procedure is very delicate and if done
wrong can be fatal. A veterinarian should be con-
tacted to do the procedure. A blood test can be taken
at 12 hours of age to know for sure if the antibodies
have been absorbed. If you can’t get colostrum into
the foal, ask the veterinarian for help.

Signs of a healthy newborn you can check for
yourself.

The foal should be able to sit up on its chest within
minutes of birth.
Mucous membranes should be red or pink.
It should be breathing easily within 15 minutes and
have a suckling reflex within 20 minutes at the maxi-
mum.

e The foal should be able to stand within 20-30 minutes
and nurse within 1 hour of less after birth. It should
also be alert and able to recognize its mother.

e A veterinarian check of the mare and foal is suggested
12 hours after birth. The veterinarian will check the
mare’s general condition and do a worm check to pre-
vent further contamination of the foal’s environment.
The foal will also be given a general check for color,
cleft palate, heart, legs, suckling reflex, and condition
of the navel stump.

Foal Milk Replacer

e A foal needs to drink about 25% of its body weight
each day in reliquified milk. That’s about 4—1-quart
feedings. Larger foals usually need more volume of
milk replacer the first week. Check the feeding in-
structions on the back of the Mare’s Match® pail.

e Teaching the foal to drink from a bucket is the next
important step. Bottles are difficult to clean and are a
source of bacteria. They should be avoided. A clean
bucket is the best choice. Dip your fingers in the milk
replacer and let the foal suck two of your fingers so it
gets the taste of the milk replacer and starts the suck-
ing action. Slowly bring the bucket of milk replacer
up to the foal and let it discover the milk replacer on
its own. Don’t force it. Soon it will be feeding itself.

e Any unused milk replacer not consumed after several
hours can become spoiled and unpalatable; it should
be discarded. Remember that bacteria can grow if
your equipment isn’t kept clean. Completely clean the
buckets and all feeding and mixing containers after
every use.

LAND O LAKES Mare’s Match® closely matches mare’s
milk and in combination with your good management will
help you raise strong, healthy foals.
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